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Blue Notes
Douglas County Democrats
The voice of Douglas County, Nevada Democrats

September, 2013

From the Chair...

What can we do about ‘that’?
The first question that needs to
be answered is, “What is ‘that’?”
“That” can refer to any situation we
feel is wrong or unacceptable.
Mainstream news commentaries
and electronic media present
ubiquitous, often compelling
requests for our support for, or
opposition to, a grand quantity of
“thats”. And on a seemingly neverending basis.
I ask myself questions such as:
Should I feel flattered because I have
been made to feel that my personal,
minuscule contribution to a
candidate or cause will inevitably
overpower right-wing extremists and
stop the Koch Brothers in their
tracks? Could my expressed opinion

on a particular matter actually
improve the state of existence in
American society?
Admittedly, there are days I
feel challenged deciding whether I
want fries with my burger, but,
since the questions were asked, here
we go...
I feel privileged to live in a day
and age that tremendous
communications keep me informed
of situations and new events. If
there’s a candidate or cause that
really catches my attention, or even
better, my interest, I feel good about
sending a few bucks that might
make a lot more difference in the
world than my getting the latest

movie release on DVD or Blu-Ray.
Chances are I’ll remember
significant advances in society long
after that movie was forgotten.
And what’s my opinion worth? Or
yours? I was told by a local
legislator that too often bills come
and go through the legislature with
little or no input from constituents.
Would the outcome of the
legislation have been different if I
had spoken up? Or if we had
spoken together? Why not find
out?
Life is about living even when
(Continued on Page 5)

Next Central Committee meeting:
Thursday, Sept. 26. Social at 6:30 p.m. Business at 7 p.m.
(Democratic Headquarters,1513 Hwy 395 S., Suite 1C, Gardnerville)

Please share this newsletter with your Democratic friends
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LEFT — Douglas County School District
Assistant Superintendent Lyn Gorrindo
(left) and just-appointed ASPIRE High
School principal Mikki Trujillo talked about
the new ASPIRE (All Students Pursuing
Integrity Responsibility and Education)
program at the August Democratic Central
Committee meeting.

RIGHT — Nevada Rural Caucus Chair (and
Churchill County Democratic Central Committee
Chair) Nyla Howell addresses the Douglas
County Democratic Central Committee at its
August meeting.

LEFT — A crimson sun, thanks to the
Rim Fire burning near Yosemite,
greeted everybody arriving at
Democratic Headquarters for the Aug.
22 meeting of the Douglas County
Democratic Central Committee.

PHOTOS BY PAT STANLEY
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“It’s OK to be a Democrat
in Douglas County!”
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Member profile: Paul Belt
Editor’s note: Each edition of your “Blue
Notes” will contain a profile of one the
Democratic leaders in Douglas County.
Democratic Central Committee First Vice
Chair Paul Belt believes the scales are tipping
with more Democrats registering in Douglas
County and other rural areas of Nevada.
“But it still seems like people are pretty
closeted about being a Democrat here,” he said.
Is it a challenge? Sure, but, he adds, “I
think we’re being heard. Registration is
swinging. It was four to one (Republicans to
Democrats) when I moved here, but now it’s
about two to one in Douglas County.”
Belt, his wife Kim, and sons John Paul,
18, and Michael, 13, moved to Nevada from
Yuma, Arizona, about eight years ago. A job
opportunity for Kim precipitated the move.
Paul is a former Douglas County Central
Committee chair, serves on the state
Democratic Central Committee, and currently
is the first vice chair for Douglas County.
He’s a life-long Democrat. He became
really interested in the mission of Democrats
when he first saw a photo of his great aunt,
who headed the Women’s Democratic Club of
Arizona. She was shaking hands with John F.
Kennedy, who was campaigning in Arizona.
She is believed to be the first person in that
state to greet the future president.
Paul urged fellow Democrats to not
become complacent in an off-election year.
“People always get more active around
elections,” he said.
Local Democrats, he said, are trying to
keep up interest. “We are making a conscious
effort in the Central Committee not to just have
meetings and argue about rules. We’re trying to
have fun and we have more events that are
socially oriented.”
He said he’s pleased at the trend to reach
out across the aisle on the part of Democrats in
Douglas County. “We’ve had Republicans talk
with us. Sometimes they seem amazed that we

Paul Belt
pledge allegiance to our flag at the beginning of
our meetings. Some seem to think it’s like the
60s, when there were flag burnings, no pledge,
and no belief in government. There’s a lot on
both sides we don’t understand about each other.
There are stereotypes,” he said. But that’s
changing.
Not only are Democrats highly patriotic
(we pledge allegiance to the flag and we support
our troops), but there’s a trend to change roles.
He said he’s watched as some so-called liberals
take on traditional conservative roles, and vice
versa. He said it’s easy to find many Democrats
becoming more “hawkish” and more
Republicans taking on issues that have been
considered traditionally Democratic.
With that in mind, he urged fellow
Democrats to remain open-minded and tolerant.
He said Democrats have big challenges,
especially in rural areas like Douglas County.
But those rural Democrats, he said, seem to be
more dedicated. “It takes more of an effort to be
a Democrat. You have to be really dedicated if
you want to be a Democrat in a rural county,” he
said.
They don’t come more dedicated than Paul
Belt.
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Highlight Moments*
Douglas County Democratic Central Committee Meeting- August 22, 2013
DCDCC Headquarters – Gardnerville, NV
• Douglas County School District Assistant Superintendent Lyn Gorrindo and new ASPIRE High

•
•
•
•
•

School Principal Mikki Trujillo raised awareness about ASPIRE (All Students Pursuing
Integrity, Responsibility and Education). The program has grown through its reputation for
positively changing lives, particularly among at-risk students.
Nevada Rural Caucus Chair and Churchill County Democratic Central Committee Chair Nyla
Howell addressed DCDCC with current and upcoming activities planned in rural counties.
DCDCC Annual Summer Barbecue was deemed a “huge success” with over 100 attendees, great
speakers and an absolutely beautiful afternoon in Genoa at Mormon Station State Park.
Several DCDCC members recently met at the office to clean and purge extra, unused furniture
and other unnecessary items around headquarters. The main meeting room feels much more
open now.
It was discussed and agreed that DCDCC may consider occasionally inviting county
commissioners to speak to us regarding topics of local interest
Bo Statham (Pct. #25) and Katherine Winans (Pct. #22) were approved as central
committeepersons. There are still openings in some precincts and DCDCC members are
encouraged to join and represent their precincts.

“It’s OK to be a Democrat in Douglas County!”
* Fully	
  approved	
  minutes	
  will	
  be	
  available	
  at	
  our	
  next	
  Central	
  committee	
  meeting.
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‘From the Chair — What can we do about that?’ (continued from Page 1)
the outcome is uncertain, taking a
chance while being certain that not
taking a chance only leads to more
of the same. If more of the same
has already been termed as
unacceptable, don’t we have the
option, or even an obligation, to
avoid knowingly embracing
insanity?
There was a time the masses
made comments like, “We’ve
always taken the horses before;
why would we want to take that

noisy mechanical contraption to
town?”
Perhaps now is the time we
need to hitch up the mare, turn on
the starter key, get on the phone,
maybe send an email or three.
The question, “What can we do
about ‘that’?” is often best
answered simply- “We MUST do
SOMETHING!”
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Your 2013 DCDCC Officers ...
	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Chair	
  of	
  DCDCC:	
  Kim	
  Cole	
  
First	
  vice	
  Chair:	
  Paul	
  Belt	
  
Second	
  Vice	
  Chair	
  (Campaign	
  Liaison):	
  Cindy	
  Trigg	
  
Secretary:	
  Katherine	
  Winans	
  (minutes,	
  correspondence,	
  agendas,	
  blast-‐outs,	
  etc)	
  
Treasurer:	
  Eric	
  Griﬃn	
  
Member-‐at-‐large:	
  Melanie	
  Meehan-‐Crossley	
  
Member-‐at-‐large:	
  Gim	
  Hollister

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Chair	
  of	
  Standing	
  CommiBees:	
  
AdministraBon	
  CommiCee:	
  Nancy	
  Downey	
  (data	
  base	
  maintenance,	
  etc.)	
  
Publicity/	
  Public	
  RelaBons:	
  Pat	
  Stanley	
  
Fundraising/Finance:	
  Pending
Membership:	
  Pending	
  
Candidate	
  Recruitment:	
  Pending
PoliBcal	
  AcBon/	
  Programs:	
  Pending	
  

YOUR BLUE CALENDAR
September 19 - Thursday
DCDW Dangberg Ranch Home private tour
w/lunch
Noon for lunch - $20
Christie Aldinger 775.267.3982 or
caaldinger123@aol.com
September 21 - Saturday
Douglas Democrats 2013 Progressive DinnerThere are currently 2 remaining available
seats at the table for DCDCC members who
would enjoy a magnificent evening of fine
dining and friendship.
September 26 - Thursday
DC Democratic Central Committee Meeting
Headquarters - 1513 Hwy 395 Gardnerville
6:30 p.m. Social - 7 p.m. Call to Order
kimimcole@gmail.com
October 7 — Monday
DCDW Meeting at CVI
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Info: jkw@gbis.com or 267-0539

Oct 24 - Thursday
DC Democratic Central Committee Meeting
Headquarters - 1513 Hwy 395 Gardnerville 6:30
p.m. Social - 7 p.m. Call to Order
kimimcole@gmail.com
October 26 — Saturday
Nevada Day Parade
Nov. 5 - Tuesday
“Nonelection, Election Day” Hawaiian Rib
Cook-off at DCDCC Headquarters
November 16 — Saturday
Nevada State Democratic Party Central
Committee meeting, Pahrump, NV
November 21 — Thursday
DC Democratic Central Committee
Headquarters, 1513 Hwy 395, Gardnerville
(Guest speaker is Nevada State Treasurer Kate
Marshall, a candidate for Secretary of State)
6:30 p.m.Social
7 p.m. Call to Order
November 4 — Monday
DCDW Christmas Party at CVI
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Info: jkw@gbis.com or 267-0539
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Douglas County residents have the opportunity to interact with leaders from Nevada's top
renewable energy programs. Why use green energies? Ask the experts.
Tour of south Reno geothermal plant Sept. 16th at 3 p.m. Very limited space. First come, first
served. Must RSVP to info@sierranevadaforums.com.

Douglas Democrats
1513 Hwy 395 S., Suite 1C
Minden, NV 89423

Name
Street
City, State, Zip code

